
Boy, I’m going to make some of my lifelong friends mad with this 
article. 

I recently read that my beloved Clemson Tigers football 
team is in trouble. The school has received a letter listing violations 
that the coaching staff not only knew about, but openly condoned. 
The letter stated that the coaches had violated the line of separation 
between religion and state. If you have ever seen an interview with 
Dabo Sweeny, the head football coach, you probably have heard 
him talk openly about his faith. It is no secret that he is a professing 
Christian. The letter stated that Dabo violated the separation line 
by soliciting his own chaplain for the team (instead of letting the 
team elect its own with his approval), arranging devotional times in-
between drills on the practice field, and openly handing out Bibles 
to players.

From what I have seen and heard about Dabo, I am not 
surprised by any of these charges. The tricky part, the questionable 
part, is that Dabo and the rest of the coaching staff are paid state 
employees. If the state is writing their checks, or a portion of what 
they ultimately receive, can they be so open about their faith? If 
they are vocal and forward with their faith, are they influencing 
(or socially pressuring) young men in their presence to adopt their 
beliefs and worship practices?

I believe in a separation of church and state. I think it is beneficial 
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A Blurry Line
for both to keep a healthy, respectable distance from each other. Now, 
it is foolish to believe that the two could never, or should never, mingle, 
but the line between the two should never be blurred or invisible. And 
even though I am a minister, I believe that Dabo and his staff must be 
careful. There are times to share and be open with our faith and there 
are situations where our silence is best. Jesus talked about money and 
taxes, and the notion of “what is Caesar’s…” might apply here, too.

But while I think Dabo should temper his proclamations in the 
locker room and on the playing field, I do admire his witness. I might 
question his timing and place, but I applaud his willingness to share 
openly his beliefs and his desire to have others know Jesus as he does. 
While Dabo might be slightly in error with his evangelistic efforts in 
Caesar’s domain, I think we can learn something from him. He is open. 
He is honest. He is willing to take folks with him to church and talk 
with them about what being a Christian truly means. He is in trouble 
for having conversations about God. I wonder if we are willing to take 
that same risk. Are you sharing? Are you telling others about God and 
what He has done for you, or are you “playing it safe” and keeping 
silent for fear of offending?

Talking about God, taking about Jesus, can be delicate. Doing so 
at the wrong time with the wrong person can lead to an uncomfortable 
situation; however, that discomfort is no reason for never broaching 
the subject. Our faith requires our belief, not our fear. In the days 
following Easter, we have much to proclaim.

This is a time to recognize our High 
School Class of 2014. An email has been sent 
to high school families regarding plans for 
that Sunday and requesting important 
information. We would also like to honor 
collegiate and graduate students completing 

degrees since summer 2013 (associate, 
bachelor, master or doctorate degree). 

Please have the following information to 
Frances Marandi (frances@fbcchattanooga.org) 
by Wednesday, April 23: name, degree, college/
university, and honors/awards.

Graduate Recognition Sunday is April 27! 

CHURCH-WIDE BREAKFAST



We have now been a part of the Chattanooga community for over 
6 years.  Jen, the girls, and I all agree that we love living here and being 
a part of First Baptist Church. On my lengthy list of reasons that make 
this area great is the fact that we get to experience all four seasons. 
There are elements of fall, winter, spring and summer that I truly love, 
and we get to enjoy each to it’s fullest almost every year. But over 
the past couple of weeks on my drive into and home from work each 
day, I have been reminded that each season is not a distinct period of 
time that has consistent characteristics until we, overnight, transition 
into the next one. This spring, before leaves began to appear, I noticed 
green undergrowth emerging as the redbud blooms lined my drive. 
That led to a hint of green in the trees, as the color turned from reddish-
purple to the white of the wild dogwoods, which is now leading to a 
full canopy of green leaves. Then as spring gives way to summer, the 
colors of the rhododendron will appear. So spring isn’t a room we walk 
into on March 20 and out of again on June 21. It is a journey through 
the budding new life that comes in response to winter.

There are other seasons we experience as well. There are TV 
seasons, seasons of our life, harvest seasons, and even “wabbit” 
seasons - each of these a part of a journey. As we talk about regularly 
at FBC, there are also seasons of the Christian year. By the time you 
read this, we will have finished our journey through the season of Lent 
and will have already celebrated Easter Sunday together. But just as 
Lent was a season, Easter too is an ongoing time, another segment 
in our yearly spiritual journey. The season of Easter (Eastertide) is 7 
weeks long and each week is part of the ongoing celebration of Christ’s 
victory over death, a victory that brings us the assurance of eternal 
life. That season leads us to another special time of celebration, that 
of Pentecost. So I hope you won’t think of this past Sunday as the 
culmination of our six weeks of Lenten preparation. Instead I invite 
you to consider it as  the beginning of another season in our Christian 
walk together, a season that continues to lead us forward. 

See you Sunday!     ~Jeff Parker

Seasons

February, for the past 15 years, has become one of those 
wonderful, exciting, rewarding experiences God has placed in my 
path along my journey through this life. He has led me to Orphanage 
Emmanuel, now caring for over 400 children, newborn to 18 years old. 
The Emmanuel campus is located near the city of Guaimaca, a 3-hour 
school bus ride from Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras, in Central 
America. For three weeks, I enjoy the warm, sunny days and cool 
nights of this semi-tropical area of our world.

This year, our team of 118 members came from 13 different states: 
Maryland to Florida to California, and many states in-between. Our 
special project was to complete the interior of a two- story girls’ dorm 
(4 dorm rooms, house mothers’ semi-private room, laundry room, 
and two gathering areas). When we arrived, the building was up, but 
nothing had been done to make it livable. The electricians installed 
all the electrical conduit, and mounted the ceiling light and fans. The 
plumbers installed all the plumbing, commodes, wash basins, and 
washing machines. The carpenters installed the window trim and 
prepared the windows for the curtains created by the seamstresses. 
The carpenters also built the stairway to the second floor as well as 
the railing around the open area. Tile workers tiled all the bathrooms 
plus the floors on the first floor.

Each year I am assigned to the woodshop where I serve along with 
several team members, two of whom some of you know: Harry Espy 
and Billy Hewitt. Several older fellows from Orphanage Emmanuel 
also work with us. One of them, Alexander, is a very intelligent 18-year-
old with a great potential for success. He tells me that his sponsor is 
working on a plan to bring him to the States to go to school. I hope 
and pray it works out for him and he is able to achieve the potential for 
which he is capable. He would like to be a doctor or a lawyer.

Everything we build in our well-equipped woodshop is made 
of pine lumber purchased at a local saw mill. This last trip, we built 
20 church pews, 60 bunk beds, 2 single beds, 14 shelving units (2 
with doors), 12 bedside tables and 3 other tables. These items are 
turned over to the painters who sand them, spray them with termite 
protection, sealer and a varnish finish. It is amazing how beautiful 
these items become as they are transformed from rough lumber to 
completion.

One of the rewarding things I find after going back to the same 
location time and time again is to see some of the children develop 
from small children into young adults. There is Selvin, who has been 
at Emmanuel all his life, who now assumes the responsibility of the 
daily activities of forty boys, ages 4, 5 and 6. He would like to go into 
the army. There is Amando, who is married with a 3-year-old daughter 
now. I met him on my first trip to Emmanuel when he was in first grade. 
He is very special to me. There is Walter, who was in the woodshop 

with us one year, and is now a sergeant in the army. He rides his motor 
bike from the air base every year to visit with us. There is German, a 
young man I have known for several years, who had the opportunity 
to go to Costa Rico to study advanced English and now teaches high 
school. Oh, yes, there is Pamella, who was in my Vacation Bible School 
that first year. Pamella never progressed beyond the third grade, but 
has grown into a happy, mature, young adult.

The greatest reward comes at the end of the three-week period 
when we dedicate the new dorm and turn the keys over to the director. 
Our labor of love is further rewarded when we see the 60 girls move 
into their new dormitory.     ~Everett Kerr

Orphanage Emmanuel

New girls’ dormitory–2014

First Friends Luncheon
Thursday, May 1, 11:30AM

Fajita Bar – catered by Moe’s
ice cream & cookies

only $6!

Program: TBA    
Reservations can be made by email: 

frances@fbcchattanooga.org or
phone: 423.6458.2543 or

sign-up sheet in your Sunday School classroom



On the Calendar
April 2014

Wednesday,  April  23,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  April  24,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Saturday,  April  26,  2014
Day  at  Dogwood  ("Spring  Cleaning") 9:00AM
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Graduate  Recogni?on  Sunday,  April  27,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Wednesday,  April  30,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  May  1,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  May  2,  2014
Parents'  Night  Out  /  Children's  Lock-‐In 6:00PM
Saturday,  May  3,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  May  4,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Commi\ee  on  Commi\ees 12:15PM
Dogwood  Commi\ee 12:15PM
Youth  Choir  Concert 6:00PM
Tuesday,  May  6,  2014
Morning  Women  on  Misson 9:30AM
Wednesday,  May  7,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team 7:15PM

MISSION OFFERINGS CONTINUE: 
April 30 is the last day for our Spring Mission 
Offerings. Please designate your contribution 
to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) 
and/or the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering of 
the North American Mission Board (SBC). The 
missionary sending agencies depend heavily 
on these special offerings to fund salaries, 
program supplies, and other expenses directly 
related to the work of missionaries and field 
personnel. So far our church has collected 
$2,980 toward our $5,000 goal.

On Monday, April 7, Don and Janet 
Pittman, CBF field personnel to the Middle 
East, shared stories of their work during our 
annual Spring Missions Banquet. This event 
was sponsored by the Women’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) of our church. Mrs. Carol 

Martin, president, presided. Many mission-
minded men and women from our church 
attended. Visitors included a group of ladies 
from the WMU of Lookout Valley Baptist 
Church.

Ara and Anet Torosian are church 
planters and he is pastor of the Armenian 
Fellowship Church of Burbank, California. 
They are North American missionaries (SBC) 
who reach out to Muslims and particularly 
Armenians. Ara was born in Tehran, Iran, to 
an Armenian Orthodox family and accepted 
Christ as a teenager while in Iran. He 
began a church in Turkey, then one in Iran, 
and served time in prison because of his 
Christian beliefs. After release from prison, 
he and his wife were able to immigrate to the 
US in 2009.

UPCOMING MISSION EVENTS

Haiti is one of the worst places to give 
birth. For every 100,000 births, 523 women 
die–leaving babies without a mother. Of 
course, conditions can be so difficult that 
often the baby doesn’t live either. The 
Women on Mission Groups and the Missions 
Committee are encouraging the First 
Family to contribute designated dollars 

or items for birthing kits. The deadline for 
turning in money or items is Mother’s Day, 
May 11. What a great gift for mom to honor 
her life by saving babies! Just designate the 
honoree on your check and she will receive 
a note to that effect (be sure to include her 
name and address). A $20 donation will buy 
all the items for one complete birthing kit.

Birthing Kits for Haiti
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 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  4/6/2014     ATTENDANCE  FOR  4/13/2014  
242   Worship         245   Worship  
   12   Worship  Care             18   Worship  Care  
254   WORSHIP  TOTAL      263   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
Church-‐Wide  Breakfast,           250   Sunday  School  
      no  Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  4/6/14   $  20,299.11  
Other  receipts  on  4/6/14   471.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  4/6/14   $  20,770.11  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  4/13/14   $  20,759.40  
Other  receipts  on  4/13/14   1,076.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  4/13/14   $  21,835.40  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  

Apr.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $527,545.86  
Apr.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $563,519.03  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    35,973.17)  
   As  of  4/15/14  
  
  
  

  

  


